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PhD Seminar Program 

Between Settlement and Passage: 
Rethinking Jewish Heritage in Transitional Spaces 

───────────────────────────── 

Mallorca · Interdisciplinary Seminar · 16-19, June 2026 

About the Seminar 
The seminar explores Jewish heritage through the conceptual lens of transitional spaces, focusing on the 
dynamic tension between settlement and passage. Rather than approaching Jewish heritage solely through 
stable communities or fixed sites of memory, the seminar invites participants to rethink Jewish presence as 
shaped by mobility, displacement, temporary residence, and moments of transition. 
Ports, trade routes, islands, border zones, and sites of forced or voluntary movement emerge as key spaces 
where Jewish cultural, social, and religious practices were negotiated and transformed. 
Held in Mallorca, the seminar places particular emphasis on the island as a paradigmatic transitional space in 
the Mediterranean. Mallorca's Jewish heritage - from medieval communities and urban quarters to the complex 
history of conversion, persecution, and the legacy of the Xuetes - offers a compelling case study for examining 
how Jewish life persisted, adapted, and was remembered under conditions of rupture and continuity. 
Bringing together PhD students and post-Doc researchers from various disciplines, the seminar aims to foster 
interdisciplinary dialogue on how Jewish heritage can be studied, interpreted, and represented in spaces 
marked by transition. By combining theoretical discussion with engagement with local sites, the seminar 
encourages participants to critically reflect on methodological approaches to heritage, memory, and mobility 
in Jewish history, both on Mallorca and beyond. 

Lecturers/Respondents 
Prof. Jessica Roda 
Dr. Naomi Leite 
Prof. Miranda Crowdus 
Prof. Edwin Seroussi 
Prof. Dr. Sarah Ross 
Dr. Marina Nahum-Sapritzky  

Seminar Format 
Each PhD/Post-Doc student presents their individual research project in a 15-minute presentation followed by 
10 minutes of structured feedback from faculty and the group. Presentations focus on the research question, 
theoretical framework, sources, and methods.  

Session Types 
LECTURE Keynote or invited lecture 
PRESENTATIONS PhD/post-Doc research presentations with faculty feedback 
EXCURSION Guided tour of Jewish heritage sites in Palma 
WORKSHOP Interactive seminar session or working group 
SOCIAL Optional social program and dinners 
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Day 1 (16.6.2026)  Theoretical Foundations & Arrival 

 
09:00 ARRIVAL 

Registration & Welcome  
 

09:30 LECTURE 
Brief Introduction: Jewish Heritage in Transitional Spaces - Theoretical Framing 
Introduction to the seminar themes: mobility, displacement, temporary residence, and the concept 
of transitional space as an analytical category in Jewish history. Overview of methodological 
approaches from history, cultural anthropology, and heritage studies. 
Sarah Ross 
 
Sephardic Sonic Heritages Unbound 
Sephardic musical traditions are presented not as stable, continuous inheritances but as the result 
of migration, exchange, and ongoing reinterpretation. Drawing on the example of Mallorca and 
Rashbatz’s reflections, the talk argues that “heritage” is not a neutral label but a contested concept 
that risks fixing fluid practices into static forms. 
Edwin Seroussi 

11:00 BREAK 
Coffee Break 
 

11:15 LECTURE 
Heritage, Memory, or Historical Self-Consciousness? Analytical Perspectives on 
the Jewish Past in the Present 
An introduction to key concepts and approaches to Jewish engagements with the past, from material 
culture to ancestral identity. Whether invoked in present-day identity movements, preserved in 
museum collections, sought in tourist visits, repeated in liturgy, or newly resuscitated in spaces 
marked by expulsion, annihilation, and absence, the Jewish past is alive in the present. Drawing on 
interdisciplinary literature and illustrated with examples from throughout the Jewish world—with 
emphasis on Jewish Iberia, in particular my own two decades of work on Portuguese ‘Marrano’ 
(crypto-Jewish) identity—this talk will provide a common theoretical and conceptual language for us 
to use throughout the workshop. 
Naomi Leite 

12:30 BREAK 
Lunch Break 
Shared lunch 

14:00 PRESENTATIONS 
Research Presentations I (4 slots, 15 min + 10 min feedback each) 
Each PhD student/post-Doc presents their research project for max. 15 minutes, followed by 
structured feedback from faculty and the group. Focus: research question, theoretical framework, 
sources, and methods. 

16:00 BREAK 
Coffee Break 

16:30 PRESENTATIONS 
Research Presentations II (3 slots, 15 min + 10 min feedback each) 

18:00 END OF DAY 
End of Official Program 

19:00 SOCIAL 
Shared Dinner (Optional) 
Informal get-together at a restaurant in the old town of Palma. 
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Day 2 (17.6.2026)  Sightseeing Excursion & Deepening 

 
09:00 LECTURE 

Making Jewish Heritage in Transitional Spaces: Stage and Social Media as Catalysts 
of 21st-Century Cultural Production      
     Jessica Roda 

10:00 EXCURSION 
Guided Tour: Jewish Heritage of Palma (approx. 3.5 hours) 
Walking tour through the historic Jewish sites of Palma. The tour connects urban space, history, and 
heritage theory. 
Guide: Local Historian / Specialist Guide 

 
 
13:30 BREAK 

Lunch Break in the Quarter 
Lunch break near the Call - opportunity for informal discussion. 

  

18:30 END OF DAY 
End of Official Program 
 

20:00 SOCIAL 
Free Time 
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Day 3 (18.6.2026) Interdisciplinarity, Synthesis & Closing 

 
09:00 WORKSHOP 

Critical Reflection: What Did We Actually Observe? Urban Space, Memory, and 
Visibility 
A reflection on the excursion focusing on how Jewish heritage is presented in Palma today. 
Which aspects are clearly visible in the city’s spaces, and which remain hidden or 
overlooked? The discussion also considers how heritage is preserved and displayed, the 
impact of tourism, and how different communities relate to and interpret this history. The 
sonic heritage invertion will be discussed as a research creation method that sonically 
disrupts such spaces, stimulating conversations about to whom the heritage belongs, how 
it is understood, and the ontology of heritage itself.  
Miranda Crowdus 

11:00 BREAK 
Coffee Break 
 

11:30 PRESENTATIONS 
Research Presentations III (     2 slots, 15 min + 10 min feedback each) 

12:30 BREAK 
Lunch Break 
Shared lunch  

14:00 PRESENTATIONS 
Research Presentations IV (     4 slots, 15 min + 10 min feedback each) 

16:00 BREAK 
Coffee Break 

16:30 WORKSHOP 
Closing Discussion: Between Settlement and Passage - What Do We Take Away? 
Discussion of open questions: how do we conceptualize Jewish heritage in transitional spaces? 
Evaluation round and formal close. 
Small groups (3-4 people, mixed disciplines) discuss: how does the concept of transitional space 
apply to your own research? What does 'Jewish heritage in motion' mean for different sources, 
periods, and regions? Results are presented in plenary. 
Moderation: Marina Nahum-Sapritzky 

17:30 END OF SEMINAR 
Official End of the Seminar 

19:30 SOCIAL 
Closing Dinner (All Participants) 
Closing dinner to celebrate the seminar and allow for personal exchange. 
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Practical Information 

Presentation Guidelines 
Each participant presents their research project in 15 minutes, using slides or other visual materials as desired. 
The presentation should address: (1) research question and objectives, (2) theoretical framework and key 
concepts, (3) sources and methodology, (4) current status and preliminary findings, (5) main challenges or 
open questions. 
Feedback will be structured: 5 minutes of comments from the designated discussant (fellow PhD student), 
followed by 5 minutes of open discussion with faculty and the group. Written feedback forms will be provided. 

Languages 
The working language of the seminar is English. Participants are encouraged to present in English. Individual 
arrangements for presentations in other languages can be made in advance with the faculty coordinators. 

Venue 
Santuari de Lluc in Mallorca (https://santuaridelluc.com/en/) 

Recommended Reading 
A reading list with key texts on Jewish heritage, Mediterranean mobility, and the history of Jews on Mallorca 
will be circulated to participants before the seminar. Core readings include works on the Chueta community, 
medieval Sephardic history, and contemporary heritage theory. 

 
 

https://santuaridelluc.com/en/

